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Part 16 - Standing Tall in the Face of Opposition
Luke 4:16-31 - April 18, 2010

Home town boy makes good, returns home, and what happens?
He gets shown the door! Jesus demonstrates for us today the
lesson of being rejected for speaking the truth. How can we live in
a culture that is increasingly hostile toward God and still find the
joy of life in it? That’s the lesson that will come to us out of Jesus’
boyhood town of Nazareth.

Living in the face of opposition means | must ...

e MAKE A PRIORITY

“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good
works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do,
but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is
drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24, 25 (NLT)

. GOD’S TRUTH TO MY LIFE

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man
who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself
and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who
looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no
hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.”

James 1:22-25 (ESV)

e REMEMBER THAT IS GOD WITH ME, !

“The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom shall | fear? The LORD
is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall | be afraid?” Psalm 27:1
(NIV)

. LIVE FOR JESUS

“Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution. But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will
deceive others and will themselves be deceived.”

2 Timothy 3:12, 13 (NLT)

“Be strong a ddnotbadfrdideogterrdfiedbecause of
them, for the LORD your God goes with you, he will never leave you nor
forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6

Table Talk:
1. What keeps us from hearing ‘the hard news’ or truth and taking
that truth to heart?

2. What kind of truth do we sometimes avoid wrestling with and why?
3. Is it always true that the ‘hometown’ crowd has a harder time
accepting home-grown leadership? What causes this to happen?

4. How can we become more accepting of others who are not like us?

How can our church?

For further study and to learn more about this topic, we encourage you to
consult these and other resources at your local Christian book store or your

local book retailer ...

Alcorn, Randy. If God Is Good: Faith in the Midst of Suffering and Evil. Multnomah
Books, 2009.

Andrews, Andy. The Noticer: Sometimes, all a person needs is a little perspective.
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2009.

Lucado, Max. Fearless: Imagine Your Life Without Fear. Thomas Nelson Publishers,
2009.

Wilkinson, Bruce. You Were Born for This: Seven Keys to a Life of Predictable Miracles.
Multnomah Books, 2009.

R —
Having difficulty finding books and publications? You can search for hard to find

materials online at www.christianbook.com (Discount Christian Book Distributors) or
www.amazon.com (Amazon).
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